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Listing of Claims 



1 . (Previously Presented) An image synthe$f|zing apparatus for synthesizing 



two images, comprising: ]; 



coefficient setting means for setting a blending cpjefficient a (0 < a < 1) at a 
specified valne proportional to a value of a specific picture element component included in 
picture element components A of a first image when said value jf the specific picture element is 
not zero, I' 

:il 

wherein said specified value is set to zero when Sjiid value of the specified picture 
element is zero; and jj 

I 

arithmetic means for performing an operation on,isaid picture element components 

A, picture element components B of a second image, and said bljending coefficient a as follows: 

I 

A * a + B * (1 - a) j; 

and performing said operation on all the picture jslement components A and the 
picture element components B of a picture element that has the ||pecific picture element 
component representing the predetermined value by using said |lending coefficient a set by said 
coefficient setting means. |: 
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claiiTi 1, 



2. (Previoasly Presented) An image synthesizing apparatus as claimed in 



wherein a value that is oatside a specified range ofivalues that can be assumed by 
said specific picture element component and does not affect dispi^y of said first image is 
recorded at said specified value in said operation. 

3, (Original) An image synthesizing apparatihis as claimed in claim 1, 
wherein specific picture element component is a luminance component, 

I 
\ 

4. (Original) An image synthesizing apparatjis as claimed in claim 1, 

wherein said coefficient setting means sets said biUiding coefficient a at zero 
when said specific picture dement component is zero, and sets s;aid blending coefficient a at 
unity when said specific picture element component is other thaqi zero- 



s' (Original) An image synthesizing apparatus as claimed in claim 1, 

1 

wherein said coefficient setting means sets said h?lending coefficient a at zero 
when said specific picture element component is zero, and sets ^aid blending coefficient a at a 
specified value that satisfies 0 < a < 1 when said specific picture element component is other 
than zero. | 

6, (Original) An image synthesizing appar^lus as claimed in claim 1, 
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Wherein datii of said first image and data of said seWd image are data in an TTU- 



R601 format having a Inminance component and a color differencEe component as said picture 

' I 

element components A and said picture dement components B, respectively. 

7. (Previously Presented) An image synthesying method for synthesizing 
two images, said method comprising the steps of: 

setting a blending coefficient a to a specified valxije proportional to a value of a 



specific picture element component included in picture element components A of a first image 
when said value of tlae specific picture element is not zero, | 

wherein said specified value is set to zero when said value of the specified picture 
element is zero; and 

performing an operation on picture element comi||Dnents A of the first image, 
picture element components B of a second image, and the blenikng coefficient a (0 < a < 1) as 
follows: 

A*a + B*(l-d> 

8, (Previously Presented) The image synthesizing apparatus according to 
claim 1, ! 

wherein the speciific picture element component 

difference component when image data includes a color component 

j 

component. i 
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or a color difference 
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9, (PreviouslyjPresented) The linage synthesizing apparatus according to 



claim I, 
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wherein a relationship between the Specific picturJ| element component and the 
blending coefficient is preset in an image generation means. 



1 0. (Previously Presented) The iimage synthesizing apparatus according to 



■\ 



claim 1, 

wherein a relationship between tiie specific picturj 
blending coefficient is selected by a user. 
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